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UN SDGs financing need

Annual cost until 2030.
UNEP Finance Initiative: Rethinking Impact to Finance the SDGs: A Position Paper and Call to Action prepared by the Positive Impact Initiative: November 2018.
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$5-7 trillion

According to UN figures, the world must 
invest $5-7 trillion to reach the UN’s 17 

Sustainable Development Goals by 2030

Even before the Covid-
19 pandemic, developing countries 

alone had a financing gap of $2.5 trillion
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Private capital is available

The total amount of assets held by pension funds worldwide at end-2020
OECD, Pension Funds in Figures, June 2021

Within the 
OECD: 
$34.2 

trillion

Outside 
the OECD: 

$0.8 
trillion

$35 trillion

Despite the challenges and 
uncertainties of COVID-19, the 
total amount held by pension 

funds grew over 2020, with 
OECD countries experiencing an 

increase of nearly 9%
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The Opportunity

Taking the SDG Financing Need to be $6 trillion

Global Pension 
Funds

SDG Need

17% While the financing needs to
reach the UN SDGs are
significant, they are achievable if
new sources of financing are
harnessed
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Collaboration is Key

People

Filling the finance gap cannot 
be achieved without action by 

everyone

Collaboration is the key to 
success

People

Businesses

Institutional 
Investors

Policy 
Makers
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