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PARADISE CIRCUS ARCHITECT ANNOUNCED FOR FIRST PHASE BUILDING
Another milestone has been reached in Birmingham’s Paradise Circus development, with the selection of Eric
Parry Architects, a leading contemporary architecture practice, for one of the first office buildings in the
scheme, overlooking Chamberlain Square.
Argent, which is delivering Paradise Circus on behalf of Hermes Real Estate, has named Eric Parry Architects as
the designer for the second office building, following a four way competition. The practice joins Landscape
Architects, Glenn Howells, on this landmark development in the heart of Birmingham.
Renowned for delivering beautifully crafted and well considered buildings that respond to their context, Eric
Parry Architects has been responsible for several highly prestigious commercial projects in the City of London
and West End. These include 5 Aldermanbury Square, 60 Threadneedle Street and 23 Saville Row. The practice
is also responsible for cultural projects involving sensitive historic buildings, including the restoration of St
Martin-in-the-Fields Church in Trafalgar Square and the highly acclaimed new extension of the Holburne
Museum of Art in Bath.
Managing Partner of Argent, David Partridge said: “This appointment, following an architectural competition, is
a significant milestone in the project and I would like to congratulate all the firms for their efforts.”
The competition saw four architectural practices - Associated Architects, Allford Hall Monaghan Morris
(AHMM), Piercy & Co. and Eric Parry - submit designs for the second building.
David Partridge continued: “The variety and standard of proposals presented to the selection panel was of the
highest quality, but Eric Parry Architect’s submission stood out for its creative yet practical design, which
successfully complements both the listed historical and contemporary buildings.”
Chris Taylor, Chief Executive, Hermes Real Estate, said: “Paradise Circus will provide a top quality environment
centrally located within the core of the city centre, a place where people will be able to work, relax and dwell –
high quality building design is an essential part of that. We look forward to working with Eric Parry Architects to
deliver this important scheme for the city of Birmingham."
Practice founder Eric Parry was elected Royal Academician in 2006, one of the highest accolades for a practising
architect, and is currently exhibiting at the Royal Academy Summer in London. Commenting on the
appointment, he said: “I feel elated to have been awarded this project. Paradise Circus provides us with an

exceptional opportunity to put our experience, expertise and flair to best use in designing a modern and
sustainable building that responds to its historical and cultural setting.
“We are all immensely looking forward to working with the Paradise team and playing a part in making an
exciting place that will attract businesses and visitors for many years to come.”
The transformation of this integral 17 acre site at the heart of Birmingham is scheduled to start with a
programme of enabling works in the autumn, followed by the Phase One infrastructure works which are due to
begin early next year.
The Paradise Circus project is being taken forward through a Joint Venture Company between Birmingham City
Council and Hermes Real Estate. Argent is managing the design and delivery of the site works on behalf of the
Joint Venture Company as well as being the Development Manager for Hermes Real Estate on the commercial
buildings.
Joint agents for the scheme are GVA and CBRE.
A website showcasing the proposals for Paradise Circus can be viewed at www.paradisecircus.co.uk.
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Editors Notes
Argent
Argent developed and managed Brindleyplace which offers more than 1.1 million sq ft of office space, 30 restaurants, bars and cafés as
well as leisure and recreational facilities. Brindleyplace is internationally recognised as an award winning benchmark for urban
regeneration and has been responsible for leading the way in Birmingham’s continued transformation.
Argent (Property Development) Services LLP is one of the UK’s best respected property development companies.
The Argent team – now restructured as a Partnership - has been developing for 30 years. Argent has built a strong track record in
mixed use developments that combine office, residential, retail, leisure, hotels, cafés, restaurants and managed open space; and has
become a leading practitioner of city centre regeneration. It aims to be the most respected and successful developer in the UK.
Argent focuses on just a few, exceptional schemes at any one time, working with landowners and other partners. In addition to the
eight million sq ft emerging at King’s Cross in London, Argent’s CV includes the rejuvenation of Piccadilly (One Piccadilly Gardens,

Piccadilly Place, The Hub, The Hive) and One St Peter’s Square in Manchester; Brindleyplace and Paradise Circus in Birmingham; the
redevelopment of brownfield sites in the Thames Valley; and major commercial developments in the City of London.
For further information visit: www.elevenbrindleyplace.co.uk or www.argentllp.co.uk
Hermes Fund Managers
Hermes is focused on delivering superior, sustainable, risk adjusted returns for our clients – responsibly.
We believe in Excellence, Responsibility and Innovation
•

Excellence: We aspire to excellence in everything we do. This manifests itself most visibly in our investment performance. We
will only offer products to our clients where we believe there is a strong investment thesis and where we can deliver sustainable
alpha.

•

Responsibility: We believe it is our responsibility to lead discussion and debate about the fiduciary responsibilities of fund
managers to our clients, their stakeholders and, ultimately, society at large. We have always sought positive engagement with
the firms in which we invest.

•

Innovation: We have the entrepreneurial culture to identify forward-looking products that meet those needs, along with the
resources and speed-to-market mentality to develop them rapidly.

Our structure provides wholesale, institutional and pension fund clients globally the benefit of access to a broad range of specialist, high
conviction investment teams operating within an established and robust operating platform.
Hermes' investment solutions include:
•
•
•
•

Fixed Income: Inflation-Linked, Government Bonds, Investment Grade, High Yield
Alternatives: Commodities, Hedge Fund Solutions, Infrastructure, Private Equity
Equities: Global, Emerging Markets, Small & Mid Cap, Europe, Asia Ex Japan
Real Estate: Segregated, Unitised, Debt, UK, US Residential, European

Hermes manages assets on behalf of more than 200 clients* across these investment areas with £26.9 billion* assets under
management. In Hermes Equity Ownership Services, we have one of the largest engagement resources in the industry, advising on more
than £103 billion* of assets.
*

Please note the total AuM figure includes £3.5bn of assets managed or under an advisory agreement by Hermes GPE LLP (“HGPE”), a joint venture between Hermes Fund

Managers (“HFM”) and GPE Partner Limited. HGPE is an independent entity and not part of the Hermes group. £0.5bn of total group AuM figure represents HFM mandates
under advice. Source: Hermes as at 31 March 2014.

